Queensland
Government

| Requested by:  Acting Assistant Commissioner RFS, Gary McCormack

Critical [ Urgent [ General ¥ Ref. 01138-2018
Briefing note for approval [_| Briefing note for information [X
To: Mr Mike Wassing, Deputy Commissioner Emergency Management, Volunteerism and

Community Resilience

Subject: QFES meeting with Local MP Bruce Saunders, Maryborough Date: 23/Q2/18

1. Background

e Rural Fire Service (RFS) Regional Manager (RM) Peter Hollier and Acting Area Director (AD)
Ross Stacey were requested to attend a meeting with Maryborough MP Mr Bruce Saunders to
discuss RFS facilities at Tinana and Poona.

e At a RIPE discussion, it was agreed to request a QFES meeting and Fire and Rescue RDO
Michelle Young, SES RM llett and RFS A/AD Ross Stacy attended a meeting on 13 February
2018.

2. Issues

e Market Lead Proposal Maryborough - Mr Saunders, who recently met with the QFES
Commissioner at Parliament, stated that he had reinforced his intent regarding the size of this
proposed building, being a three-storey structure that accommodates for the future. Mr
Saunders further stated that he told the Treasurer, Minister and Commissioner that he will not
accept anything less than three storeys. Additionally, Mr Saunders was indicating that funding
may have to be re-directed to this project to ensure the community get what they are asking
for.

e Tinana RFB Station location — Acting AD Stacey and RM Hollier presented the response times
and volunteer home localities to Mr Saunders, identifying that the suggested alternate station
site would not be suitable and would increase response times. Agreed that RFS will further
investigate alternative land and report back once identified.

« Poona RFB Station - Acting AD Stacey and RM Hollier presented the current status of the
Brigade Station, capital expenditure and that RFS Management believe there is no immediate
need to make any change to this RFB in the medium term.

e Boonooroo - Mr Saunders’ vision is for a three service facility that is proposed in the March
Budget for capital forecast for Mr Saunders’ Electorate. Currently SES have a facility in the
area with no RFS. RFS has facilities at Bidwell that flood and this “vision” will be discussed
with the Brigade to see if this would be acceptable. Additionally, it was mooted that Poona
RFB could move to Boonooroo to this joint facility. Acting AD Stacey and RM Hollier believe
that this was not required however AD Stacey to sound out RFB’s re this vision.

Boonaroo/Sandy Straits was adequate to the needs of the existing volunteer numbers (this

was previously briefed to the Minister in September 2016), and that the priority for enhanced

Q facility in Fraser Coast was Maryborough. Mr llett also indicated that Council has suggested
§ \\\ re-location of the Hervey Bay SES Group. There was discussion of the Council’s desire to
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explore alternative funding models, and Mr Saunders expressed support for a State funded
model.

e Howard Complex — Auxiliary Service Delivery to be in place eventually. Mr Saunders stated
that this was confirned by the Commissioner. Mr Hollier represented to Mr Saunders the
funding challenges the change in Service Delivery would present for all RFBs in the Fraser
Coast Regional Council area as this service area is 25% of the current funding total for the
Brigades who receive the Council’s Special Rate Levy. Mr Saunders stated this would present
an opportunity for this policy issue, funding of Emergency Services, to be raised at State level.

¢ Mr Saunders indicated he was happy with the three-service approach to meetings with himself
and his staff.

3. Consultation

»  Consultation has occurred with Mr Peter Hollier, Regional Manager, Rural Fire Service who
concurs with the contents of this brief.

«  Have you considered whether Legal Services needs to be consulted? N/A

4. s this in accordance with Government election commitments?

e Yes. Howard Emergency Services Complex was an election commitment.

5. Has this matter been considered by a QFES Governance Committee?

e N/A

6. Funding
« N/A

7. If this brief includes a new policy; publication; report; ihitiative or is a change in a
policy or publication; is this information suitable for release on the Right to Information
Publication Scheme web pages?

. No

8. Recommendation

e That you note the contents of this brief.

Gary McCormack Mike Wassing
ACTING ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER ) DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
RURAL FIRE SERVICE CHIEF OFFICER RURAL FIRE SERVICE

CHIEF OFFICER STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, VOLUNTEERISM AND
COMMUNITY RESILIENCE

9\() /l/\X 11

Noted / Approved / Not Approved
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To: Mr Mike Wassing, Deputy Commissioner Emergency Management, VVolunteerism and

Community Resilience

Queensland Fire and Emergency Services meeting with Local

MP Bruce Saunders, Maryborough Date: ~ 23/02/18

Subject:

1. Background

*  Mr Bruce Saunders MP, Member for Maryborough, requested a meeting with Superintendent
Peter Hollier, Regional Manager, North Coast Region, Rural Fire Service (RFS) and A/
Inspector Ross Stacey, A/ Area Director, Maryborough to discuss RFS facilities at Tinana and
Poona.

* At a Regional Integrated Planning Executive (RIPE) discussion, it was agreed that additional
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services (QFES) representatives would attend the meeting
on 13 February, 2018 alongside the RFS staff, including Michelle Young, Regional Director of
Operations, Fire and Rescue Service, and Merrick llett, Regional Manager, State Emergency
Service (SES).

2. lIssues

e Market Lead Proposal Maryborough ~ Mr Saunders, who recently met with the QFES
Commissioner at Parliament, stated that he had reinforced his intent regarding the size of this
proposed building, being a three-storey structure that accommodates for the future. Mr
Saunders further stated that he told the Treasurer, Minister and Commissioner that he will not
accept anything less than three storeys. Additionally, Mr Saunders was indicating that funding
may have to be re-directed to this project to ensure the community get what they are asking
for.

» Tinana Rural Fire Brigade (RFB) Station location — Allnspector Stacey and Superintendent
Hollier presented the response times and volunteer home localities to Mr Saunders, identifying
that the suggested alternate station site would not be suitable and would increase response
times. It was agreed that RFS will further investigate alternative land and report back to the
RIPE and Mr Saunders once identified.

¢ Poona RFB Station - A/lnspector Stacey and Superintendent Hollier presented the current
status of the Brigade Station, capital expenditure, and that RFS Management believe there is
no immediate need to make any change to this RFB in the medium term.

¢ Boonooroo - Mr Saunders’ vision is for a three-service facility that is proposed in the March
Budget for capital forecast for Mr Saunders’ Electorate. Currently SES have a facility in the
area with no RFS. RFS has facilities at Bidwell that flood and this “vision” will be discussed
with the Brigade to see if this would be acceptable. Additionally, it was mooted that Poona
RFB could move to Boonooroo to this joint facility. A/Inspector Stacey and Superintendent
Hollier believe that this was not required however Allnspector Stacey will sound out the RFBs
regarding this vision.
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e SES- Mr llett discussed SES facilties and indicated that the current facility at
Boonaroo/Sandy Straits was adequate to the needs of the existing volunteer numbers (this
was previously briefed to the Minister in September 2016), and that the priority for enhanced
facility in Fraser Coast was Maryborough. Mr llett also indicated that Council has suggested
re-location of the Hervey Bay SES Group. There was discussion of the Council’s desire to
explore alternative funding models, and Mr Saunders expressed support for a State funded
model.

e Howard Complex — “Auxiliary Service Delivery to be in place eventually”; Mr Saunders stated
that this was confirmed by the Commissioner. Mr Hollier represented to Mr Saunders the
funding challenges the change in Service Delivery would present for all RFBs in the Fraser
Coast Regional Council area as this service area is 25% of the current funding total for the
Brigades who receive the Council’s Special Rate Levy. Mr Saunders stated this would present
an opportunity for this policy issue, funding of Emergency Services, to be raised at State level.

e Mr Saunders indicated he was happy with the three-service approach to meetings with himself
and his staff.

3. Consultation

e Consultation has cccurred with Superintendent Peter Hollier, Regional Manager, RFS who
concurs with the contents of this brief.

o Have you considered whether Legal Services needs to be consulted? N/A

4. s this in accordance with Government election commitments?

e Yes. Howard Emergency Services Complex was an election commitment.

5. Has this matter been considered by a QFES Governance Committee?
e NA

6. Funding
e NA

7. If this brief inciudes a new policy; publication; report; initiative or is a change in a
policy or publication; is this information suitable for release on the Right to Information
Publication Scheme web pages?

e No

8. Recommendation

«  That you note the contents of this brief. -

Gary McCormack Mike Wassing
ACTING ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER DePUTY COMMISSIONER
RURAL FIRE SERVICE CHIEF OFFICER RURAL FIRE SERVICE

CHIEF OFFICER STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE
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Wanda Kropp

From: Collette Stewart on behalf of RFS Assistant Commissioner

Sent: Monday, 12 March 2018 1:32 PM

To: Peter Hollier; Tony Johnstone; Gary McCormack

Cc: SES Assistant Commissioner

Subject: 01138-2018 EBN QFES Meeting with Local MP Bruce Saunders, Maryborough

Attachments: 01138-2018 EBN QFES Meeting with Local MP Bruce Saunders, Maryborough - DC
Endorsed.pdf

Hello all,

Please see attached EBN regarding QFES Meeting with Local MP Bruce Saunders, Maryborough. This has been
endorsed by the DC with a comment.

Kind regards,

Collette Stewart Head Office

A/Executive Assistant Rural Fire Service

Queensland Fire and Emergency Services

Phone: (07) 3635 3834
Email: Collette.Stewart@qgfes.qld.gov.au

Web: www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au
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To: Mr Mike Wassing, Deputy Commissioner Emergency Management, VVolunteerism and

Community Resilience

Queensland Fire and Emergency Services meeting with Local

MP Bruce Saunders, Maryborough Date: ~ 23/02/18

Subject:

1. Background

*  Mr Bruce Saunders MP, Member for Maryborough, requested a meeting with Superintendent
Peter Hollier, Regional Manager, North Coast Region, Rural Fire Service (RFS) and A/
Inspector Ross Stacey, A/ Area Director, Maryborough to discuss RFS facilities at Tinana and
Poona.

* At a Regional Integrated Planning Executive (RIPE) discussion, it was agreed that additional
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services (QFES) representatives would attend the meeting
on 13 February, 2018 alongside the RFS staff, including Michelle Young, Regional Director of
Operations, Fire and Rescue Service, and Merrick llett, Regional Manager, State Emergency
Service (SES).

2. lIssues

e Market Lead Proposal Maryborough ~ Mr Saunders, who recently met with the QFES
Commissioner at Parliament, stated that he had reinforced his intent regarding the size of this
proposed building, being a three-storey structure that accommodates for the future. Mr
Saunders further stated that he told the Treasurer, Minister and Commissioner that he will not
accept anything less than three storeys. Additionally, Mr Saunders was indicating that funding
may have to be re-directed to this project to ensure the community get what they are asking
for.

» Tinana Rural Fire Brigade (RFB) Station location — Allnspector Stacey and Superintendent
Hollier presented the response times and volunteer home localities to Mr Saunders, identifying
that the suggested alternate station site would not be suitable and would increase response
times. It was agreed that RFS will further investigate alternative land and report back to the
RIPE and Mr Saunders once identified.

¢ Poona RFB Station - A/lnspector Stacey and Superintendent Hollier presented the current
status of the Brigade Station, capital expenditure, and that RFS Management believe there is
no immediate need to make any change to this RFB in the medium term.

¢ Boonooroo - Mr Saunders’ vision is for a three-service facility that is proposed in the March
Budget for capital forecast for Mr Saunders’ Electorate. Currently SES have a facility in the
area with no RFS. RFS has facilities at Bidwell that flood and this “vision” will be discussed
with the Brigade to see if this would be acceptable. Additionally, it was mooted that Poona
RFB could move to Boonooroo to this joint facility. A/Inspector Stacey and Superintendent
Hollier believe that this was not required however Allnspector Stacey will sound out the RFBs
regarding this vision.
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e SES- Mr llett discussed SES facilties and indicated that the current facility at
Boonaroo/Sandy Straits was adequate to the needs of the existing volunteer numbers (this
was previously briefed to the Minister in September 2016), and that the priority for enhanced
facility in Fraser Coast was Maryborough. Mr llett also indicated that Council has suggested
re-location of the Hervey Bay SES Group. There was discussion of the Council’s desire to
explore alternative funding models, and Mr Saunders expressed support for a State funded
model.

e Howard Complex — “Auxiliary Service Delivery to be in place eventually”; Mr Saunders stated
that this was confirmed by the Commissioner. Mr Hollier represented to Mr Saunders the
funding challenges the change in Service Delivery would present for all RFBs in the Fraser
Coast Regional Council area as this service area is 25% of the current funding total for the
Brigades who receive the Council’s Special Rate Levy. Mr Saunders stated this would present
an opportunity for this policy issue, funding of Emergency Services, to be raised at State level.

e Mr Saunders indicated he was happy with the three-service approach to meetings with himself
and his staff.

3. Consultation

e Consultation has cccurred with Superintendent Peter Hollier, Regional Manager, RFS who
concurs with the contents of this brief.

o Have you considered whether Legal Services needs to be consulted? N/A

4. s this in accordance with Government election commitments?

e Yes. Howard Emergency Services Complex was an election commitment.

5. Has this matter been considered by a QFES Governance Committee?
e NA

6. Funding
e NA

7. If this brief inciudes a new policy; publication; report; initiative or is a change in a
policy or publication; is this information suitable for release on the Right to Information
Publication Scheme web pages?

e No

8. Recommendation

«  That you note the contents of this brief. -

Gary McCormack Mike Wassing
ACTING ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER DePUTY COMMISSIONER
RURAL FIRE SERVICE CHIEF OFFICER RURAL FIRE SERVICE

CHIEF OFFICER STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE
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